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From the Principal
Dear Penguin Families,
Happy 2015! We hope that all of you enjoyed time with your families and friends and feel rested and ready to focus back on
the learning here at LKO. This is the time of year that we really get to work on academics and begin to focus on our upcoming new assessment for 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students. Our new state test is called the FSA for Florida Standards Assessment and is focused on the new Florida Standards. It is rigorous, demanding and requires students to think and reason their
answers to show what they know. Our teachers have had professional development on the new standards and the FSA and
they are working diligently to prepare the students for these upcoming assessments.
You can learn about this as a parent of a 3rd, 4th or 5th grade student by attending our Title I FSA night on Tuesday, January
27, 2015 at 6:30 PM. Please look for an informational flyer in the next week or so for more information and how to RSVP.
We are hoping that many of you are able to come join us to learn about this new assessment and how to help your child at
home to be as prepared as possible to do their best. Our 4th and 5th graders will take the FSA writing assessment the first
week in March and all 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students will take the FSA in reading and math during April 2015. Our 5 th graders will also add Science to their assessments.
Please help us by insuring that your child attends regularly and arrives on time to school. The time the tardy bell rings, the
classrooms are hard at work. Students who are absent miss out on the quality instruction provided by our teachers and students who arrive late disrupt the routine of the classroom for all students.
Thank you for your continued support!
Respectfully Yours,
Donna Weaver
There’s an “AP” for that!
News from the Assistant Principal– Mary Walters-Clark
I’m often asked about how parents can go about getting extra help for their children that are having trouble in different subject areas. The first step for this is to always start with a conference with your child’s teacher. Think of your child’s
teacher as a primary care physician for your child’s education. Most of the time they will be able to “prescribe” or suggest some
different activities and resources to help your child. These may include, but are not limited to, morning tutorial, internet websites with activities targeting your child’s needs, books to read with your child, books to have your child read, apps on mobile devices.
There are occasions where these resources will not be enough or beyond the capabilities of a classroom teacher. Some
of the other personnel at our school can be seen as the “specialists” and may be called upon for more suggestions and additional
helpful advice. These school employees can include, but are limited to our Reading and Math/Science coaches, our Media Specialist, our Resource Teachers, our teachers for students with disabilities, our Certified School Counselors, or our ELL (English Language Learner) teachers. The gatekeeper for all of these resources is your child’s teacher. Keep open the lines of communication
whether your concern is about your child’s reading, his/her math, your child’s behavior and socialization, or even if you feel your
child needs additional challenges and enrichment. that is severe or pervasive enough to create an intimidating, hostile, or offensive educational environment; cause discomfort or humiliation; or unreasonably interferes with the individual’s school performance or participation.”
As parents, the first step to take if you think your child is being bullied at school is to contact your child’s teacher.
They will know more about whether it is something that is affecting the school performance. From there, if you feel that this is
something that needs to be addressed outside of the classroom, please do not hesitate in contacting the office or me through
phone or email. Thank you! We hope you have a great holiday season!
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